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    Access to Success: Fostering trust and exchange between Europe and Africa 

Workshop 2: Towards a coordinated vision of Europe-Africa partnerships: Supporting 

institutional capacity building in Africa 

24-26 February, Oslo, Norway 

 

Speaker Biographies 

 

Ad Boeren 

Senior Policy Adviser 

Nuffic 

Ad Boeren has extensive experience in development cooperation, especially in the areas of formal 

and non-formal education, communication and rural development. He has worked 5 years for FAO as 

communication and training expert in Africa. Boeren joined Nuffic in 1986 and conducted numerous 

evaluation studies of education and training projects in Africa and Asia. He was team leader of the 

evaluation of the second NUFU Agreement, a Norwegian research cooperation programme with 

institutions in the South (2000), the Sida/SAREC bilateral research programme (2006) and the Joint 

Review Mission of the Education Sector Development Programme in Ethiopia in 2004 and 2005. He 

participated in joint HRD planning and development exercises in Asia and Africa, and headed the 

redesign of the MIS system of the Ghana Literacy and Functional Skills programme. Boeran has acted 

as principal researcher and co-ordinator of several educational policy studies and contributed as 

technical adviser in the design of training programmes and materials. He headed a Nuffic section 

which manages Dutch sponsored international cooperation programmes in higher education. 

Furthermore, Boeren co-ordinated the starting up of three new Netherlands international education 

programmes (NPT, NICHE and NFP). He has published articles on the subject and was 

convener/manager of international conferences on international cooperation in higher education 

and research for development. 

 

Raphael Darboux 

Vice-rector in charge of international cooperation 

University of Abomey-Calavi, Benin 

Raphael Darboux was born in 1950 (Cotonou, Benin). He is married, and has three children. He has 

been medical doctor since 1978, professor of histology, embryology and cytology since 1986, 

coordinator of the center for health teaching and learning materials since 1987, editor of the 

scientific Journal de Biologie Clinique du Bénin since 1997, expert of the international conference 

CIDMEF since 2000, honorific chairperson of the writers and illustrators of children's books since 

2003, scientific director of the collection Santé et Enfant from “Ruisseaux d’Afrique Editions” in 2004, 

head of the scientific laboratories group from 2003 to 2008, vice-rector in charge of international 

cooperation between universities and external relations (University of Abomey-Calavi) since 2008, 

head of the pedagogical unit of African Virtual Campus of Benin since 2009. 

 

Fanny Duckert 

Professor in Psychology 
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University of Oslo 

Qualifications: Full Professor (Dr.Philos): The Department of Psychology, University of Oslo 

Accredited as a Specialist in Clinical Psychology and Psychotherapy with the Norwegian 

Board of Psychology (NPF) 

Current position:  Duckert is full Professor at The Department of Psychology, University of Oslo, 

where she was Head of the Department 2001-2007). 

Present part time positions and activities: 

 Visiting Professor: The Norwegian Centre of Addiction Research (SERAF), Oslo 

 Special Advisor to the Regional Centre of Addiction Research (KORFOR), Stavanger 

 Chair of the NUFU Programme Board, Centre for Internationalization 

 of Higher Education (SIU), Bergen 

 Chair of the NORGLOBAL Programme at the Norwegian Research Council (NFR), Oslo 

 Chair of the North – South Cooperation Committee at the University of Oslo (UoO) 

 Chair of the Reference Group for the Norwegian Centre for Minority Health  

 Research (NAKMI), Oslo 

 Chair of the International Summer School (ISS) at the University of Oslo (UoO) 
 

 

Claudia Fritelli 

Program Officer, African Higher Education 

Carnegie Cooperation of New York 

Claudia Frittelli is Program Officer, African Higher Education at Carnegie Corporation of New York. 

She develops and implements the Corporation’s strategy to accelerate economic and social 

development in Africa by strengthening higher education teaching, research, scholarship and 

leadership. Partnering with public universities in Tanzania, Uganda, South Africa and Ghana to 

implement the Corporation’s decade-long institutional support, she focuses on staff development, 

equity and access, information and communication technology (ICT), resource mobilization and 

policy.  

Previously, Claudia managed a public private partnership at the Markle Foundation to advance 

national policies on ICT for development in developing countries. Prior to joining the Foundation, 

Claudia held management positions in the global telecommunications and Internet private sector, 

and served as a consultant to international not-for-profit agencies. 

Ms. Frittelli holds an MBA from the American Graduate School of International Management, 

Thunderbird, an MA in Linguistic Studies from Syracuse University and a BA in European Studies from 

the University of Vermont. She enjoys running, cycling, hiking, skiing, sailing and music on her travels 

and in New York. 

 

Jan I Haaland 

Chairman of the Board / Rector 

UHR / Norwegian School of Economic and Business Administration 

Jan I Haaland is Chairman of the Board on The Norwegian Rectors’ Conference. He has been Rector of 

The Norwegian School of Economic and Business Administration since 2009. His main research areas 

are Internation economics and general equilibrium modelling.  
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Mary Kavanagh 

Policy Officer 

European Commission, DG Research 

Mary Kavanagh works in the International Cooperation Directorate of DG Research at the European 

Commission. She has been with the European Commission since 1993 in several different research 

programs, notably COST, International Co-operation, Life Sciences and Science and Society. Between 

2003 and 2007 she was the Counselor for Science, Technology and Education at the European 

Commission Delegation to the United States. She has a PhD in Plant Science from University College 

Cork, Ireland and has carried out post doctoral research in France and Switzerland. 

 

Piyushi Kotecha 

Chief Executive Officer 

SARUA 

Piyushi Kotecha is CEO of the Southern African Regional Universities Association ( SARUA), the 

pioneering leadership organization based at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg.  

Kotecha has shaped SARUA as a bold, new initiative designed to develop a higher education agenda 

of relevance, growth, development and integration in higher education in the SADC region. SARUA is 

part of a continental drive to revitalize the role and impact of universities with key partners such as 

the African Union (AU), NEPAD and SADC.  Kotecha’s contribution is increasingly recognized in key 

continental and international higher education development circles. Previously, she was the driving 

force in the transformation of the South African Universities Vice-Chancellors Association (SAUVCA) 

as well as in the inception of Higher Education South Africa (HESA), which for the first time in South 

Africa incorporated universities and the erstwhile technikons into a single higher education umbrella 

body. 

 

Deirdre Lennan 
International policies – Africa, Caribbean and Pacific,  
Directorate General Education and Culture, European Commission  
Deirdre Lennan was the monitoring and evaluation coordinator of the Tempus programme which is 

the European Union’s programme supporting the modernisation of higher education in Eastern 

Europe, Central Asia, the Western Balkans and the Mediterranean region, mainly through university 

cooperation projects, from 1992 until 2008, at the ETF. The ETF is an agency of the European Union 

based in Turin, and its mission is to help transition and developing countries to harness the potential 

of their human capital through the reform of education, training and labour market systems in the 

context of the EU's external relations policy. 

 

Since 2008, Deirdre has been working at the European Commission in DG Education and Culture's 

Cooperation and International programmes Unit. This Unit supports the international cooperation of 

the DG's units in their respective policy areas, conducts policy discussions, provides input to 

Commission external relations, enlargement and development policies, and manages, monitors or 

accompanies a  number of international programmes. Deirdre is responsible for Africa, the Caribbean 

and the Pacific. She is also in charge of the Feasibility study on the relevance of an approach for 

Tuning educational structures and programmes in Africa which has just been launched as a follow-up 

to the Developing links: EU-Africa Cooperation in Higher Education through Mobility" Conference 
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held in December 2008 in Brussels and in the framework of the 2008-2010 Action Plan of the Joint 

EU-Africa Strategy. 

 

Arne Liljedahl Lynngaard 

Director 

Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation in Higher Education (SIU) 

Arne Liljedahl Lynngård has a MSc (1990) and an executive MBA in Management Control (1996) from 

the Norwegian School of Economics and Business and Administration. He has a varied management 

experience from the travel industry, the energy sector and land development in private and publicly 

owned companies. Mr. Lynngård is the former President of the Rafto Foundation for Human Rights 

and former Chairman of the Rafto Prize Committee. He is a current member of the Council of the 

Norwegian Helsinki Committee. 

 

Narciso Matos 

Executive Director 

Community Development Foundation of Mozambique (FDC) 

Narciso Matos is the Executive Director of FDC, the Community Development Foundation of 

Mozambique. He is former Vice Chancellor of Eduardo Mondlane University, (1990 - 1995); Secretary 

General of the Association of African Universities (1995 - 2000); Chairperson of Carnegie Corporation 

International Development Program (2000 - 2007). Matos is Professor of organic chemistry, and 

received his PHD from Humboldt University, Berlin, in 1985.  

 

Tolly Mbwette 

Vice Chancellor 

Open University of Tanzania 

Professor Tolly S.A. Mbwette is Vice Chancellor at the Open University of Tanzania. His has been a 

professor in Environmental Engineering at the University of Dar es Salaam, and Executive Board 

member of the African Council for Distance Education. 

 

Goolam Mohamedbhai 

Secretary General 

Association of African Universities 

Professor Goolam Mohamedbhai is presently the Secretary-General of the Association of African 

Universities. He was Vice-Chancellor of the University of Mauritius from 1995 to 2005. He obtained 

his Bachelor’s and Doctorate degrees in Civil Engineering from the University of Manchester, UK, and 

did his postdoctoral research at the University of California, Berkeley, under a Fulbright-Hays award. 

He has also been conferred an honorary doctorate by the Mykolas Romeris University, Lithuania, and 

the Institute of Business Management of Karachi, Pakistan. 

Professor Mohamedbhai was the President of the International Association of Universities, based at 

UNESCO, Paris, from 2004-2008.  He has also been Chairman of several other university associations, 

including the Association of Commonwealth Universities (2003-2004), and the University of the 

Indian Ocean (1998-2005). He was Chairman of the Africa Regional Scientific Committee of the 

UNESCO Forum on Higher Education, Research and Knowledge (2005-2008) and is currently a 

member of the governing Council of the United Nations University. He is the recipient of several 
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awards, the most recent one being the Symons Award 2009 from the Association of Commonwealth 

Universities for outstanding contribution to the ACU and to Commonwealth universities.       

 

Ronaldo Munck 

Chair, Irish-African Partnerships 

Dublin City University 

Professor Ronaldo Munck is Chair of the Executive Committee of the Irish-African Partnership, and 

theme leader for internationalisation, interculturalism and social development at Dublin City 

University. Previously he was the first post-apartheid Chair in Sociology at the University of Durban-

Westville in South Africa where he directed a major project on gender and empowerment. He has 

written widely on development issues, including Critical Development Theory: Contributions to a 

New Paradigm (London, Zed Books, 2000) and on his native Latin America, most recently 

Contemporary Latin America ( London, Palgrave 2008). His recent work has focused on the impact of 

globalisation in Globalisation and Labour: The new 'Great Transformation' (Zed Books, 2002); 

Globalization and Social Exclusion: A Transformationalist Perspective (Kumarian Press, 2005) and 

Globalization and Contestation: The new great counter-movement (Routledge, 2007). He is currently 

working on globalisation and migration in Ireland and edits the e-journal Translocations  

(http://www.translocations.ie) . 

 

Brian O’Connell 

Rector and Vice-Chancellor 

University of the Western Cape, South Africa 

Professor Brian O’Connell’s career in education as a teacher, professor and education administrator 

has spanned 39 years. He holds undergraduate degrees from the University of the Western Cape and 

the University of South Africa and post-graduate degrees from Columbia University in New York. 

After 7 years in the school system, followed by 3 years as Rector of a College of Education he was 

appointed Director of the School of Education at Peninsula Technikon in 1991. In 1994, he became 

acting Vice-Rector, with responsibility for Student Affairs at Pentech. In 1995 he was appointed Head 

of the Western Cape Education Department, responsible for more than 2000 education institutions 

from K1 to K12, including eighteen Technical Colleges. In October 2001 he was appointed to the 

position of Rector and Vice-Chancellor (President) of the UWC, a position he still holds.  

Professor O’Connell was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to the United States and in 2002 he was 

appointed Professor of Leadership and Management in the Faculty of Education at UWC. He has 

published essays and articles on a wide range of educational matters with an emphasis on 

Leadership, Transformation and the Legacy of Apartheid. 

He has chaired many community organisations and served on many boards, committees and task 

teams including the South African Qualification’s Authority. For the past eight years he has been 

Chairman of the National Access Consortium Western Cape (NACWC). He currently chairs the 

Community Chest, an affiliate of the United Way International, and the Institute for Justice and 

Reconciliation. Professor O’Connell has also played a number of sports at national and provincial 

levels. 

 

 Anette Pieper de Avila 

Head of Division “Development Cooperation and Alumni-programmes” 

http://www.translocations.ie/


 
 

 
 

6 
 

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 

Dr. Anette Pieper de Avila earned a PhD in French Literature from Bonn University in 1987. From 

1982 to 1987 she worked as a translator/interpreter and Assistant to the Ambassador at the Costa 

Rican Embassy in Germany. During that time, she also published a series of book reviews. From 1987 

to 1991, she was Assistant Director of the Educational Opportunity Fund Program at Bergen College 

in New Jersey/USA where she also taught Spanish.  

Since 1992, she has been working at the German Academic Exchange Service. From 1992 to 1994, 

she headed the section „Southern Europe“. From 1994 to 1997 she served as Assistant to the 

President and the Board, and from 1997 to 1998 she was in charge of the new section „International 

Degree Programs“, where she developed strategies for establishing international study programs. In 

1998 she became Regional Director of the DAAD branch office in San José, Costa Rica. In 2000, she 

was transferred to Mexico where she founded and directed a new DAAD regional office. Among her 

tasks was the creation of new links between German and Mexican universities as well as the 

establishment of co-financed programs with Mexican institutions  and the organization of 

international conferences and education fairs.Between 2003 and 2008 she was Head of the Division 

„Africa, Latin America and Middle East“ at the DAAD central office in Bonn. Since August 2008, she is 

in charge of the Division for Cooperation with Developing Countries.  

 

Basil Pillay 

Head of Department and Chief Clinical Psychologist 

University of KwaZulu-Natal 

Professor Basil J Pillay is Head of Department and Chief Clinical Psychologist for the Province of 
KwaZulu-Natal. He is involved in several research projects in areas such as: Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder, Neuropsychology and Behavioural Medicine.  Professor Pillay is Past President of the 
Psychological Society of South Africa (PsySSA) the nationally representative professional body for 
psychology in South Africa.  
 
Dariann Riber  

Chief Technical Advisor, Development Research 

Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Dariann Riber has an MA in anthropology and media/communication from the University of Aarhus. 

She has worked in the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs since 1992, and has since 2008 been chief 

technical adviser in the department for Development Research. Riber also has experience as an 

associate expert in the UN Drug Control Programme (1993-1995) and from the Danish Arts Agency 

(2006-2008). 

 

Mario Santamaria 

Head of Communications Department 

Conference of Italian University Rectors (CRUI) 

Mario Santamaria has since 2002 been Head of Communications in CRUI. He plans and manages 

actions in the fields of media relations, communications training, websites, international education 

fairs, design coordination and editing. Santamaria holds a Masters degree from the Universitá degli 

Studi di Roma “La Sapienza”, and has studied Anthropology, Sociology, Italian Literature and Visual 

Arts. 
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Souaibou Farougou  

Director of International Relations 

University of Abomey-Calavi, Benin 

Farougou Souaibou was born in Benin in 1963. He graduated with an Animal breeding technician 

diploma in 1986, became Doctor in Veterinary Medicine in 1992 and Doctor in Animal Biology in 

1998. Farougou was Assistant Professor in Polyechnic School of Abomey-Calavi (BENIN) from 2001 to 

2005, Lecturer from 2005 to 2007, and has from 2007 been Associate Professor. In addition, he was 

Head of the Rector's Staff from 2004 to 2005, and has since 2004 been Director of International 

Relations. 

 

Benedicte Solheim  

Head of Unit for Higher Education and Grants 

SIU 

Benedicte Solheim holds a cand. polit from the University of Bergen. Before Solheim joined SIU, she 

held a position as a coordinator of the Master Program in Gender and Development at the Centre for 

Women- and Gender Studies with the University of Bergen. She has former working experience from 

Chr. Michelsens Institute where she worked as a junior researcher, conference- and research 

assistant. Solheim is an Adviser at SIU where she works with the Tanzania agreement and has the 

professional responsibility for the Teacher Education Programme South-North and the Pilot 

Programme for Student Exchange between South Africa and Norway. 

 

 

Ola Stave 

Secretary General 

Norwegian Association of Higher Education Institutions 

Ola Stave has been secretary general of UHR - The Norwegian Association for higher education 

institutions since 2003. He has his education to a Master degree from NTNU – The Norwegian 

University for Science and Technology. He has in earlier positions been Director general at Oslo 

School of Architecture and head of research at the Norwegian Building research institute. He has also 

been working for The Norwegian Research Council and as Managing director of a private ICT 

company.  

UHR is the only organization for higher education institutions in Norway, and all institutions that are 

accredited – both public and private - are members of UHR. That is a total of 45, where 7 are 

Universities, 8 specialised universities and 30 university colleges/ art schools.  3 of the spesialised 

universities and 5 of the university colleges are private.  

 

Emanuela Stefani 

Director 

Conference of Italian University Rectors (CRUI) 

Emanuela Stefani is the Director of the Conference of Italian University Rectors (CRUI) and of its 

Foundation. Over the last 10 years she has taken part in and managed a number of activities in the 

field of university assessment. At present she manages and coordinates CRUI’s assessment activities; 
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is a member of the Assessment Units of many Italian Universities; is a consultant of Universities, 

Regions and Ministers on assessment, project designing and university management.  

She also was and has been a member of a number of national and international bodies, among 

which: EUA – European University Association; ELU – European Latin Universities; UNESCO 

commissions; Network of the Assessment Agencies in Europe (1996 – 1999); European Pilot Project 

for the Assessment of University Activities (1994 – 1995). 

 

Kay Svensson 

Director for International Relations 

Uppsala University, Sweden 

Svensson has a Master in Theology from Uppsala University from 1984. From 1986-1995, he worked 

with research and teaching at the Department of Theology. From 1995-1997, Svensson was Director 

of Studies in Department of Theology 1995-1997, before becoming Faculty Director of Studies in 

Faculty of Theology at the Faculty of Education, Faculty of Languages, a position he held from 1997 to 

2005.  

Svensson is coordinator of European Mundus Master on International Humanitarian Action. He is the 

main coordinator of a Thematic Network on Teaching Religion in Secular and Multicultural Society, 

and has coordinated numerous other national and international projects. From 2009 to 2009, he was 

director for Uppsala University Education, responsible for continuing, commissioned education, 

including courses in China. He is currently director for International Relations at Uppsala University.     

  

Sibry Tapsoba 

Head of the African Development Institute 

African Development Bank 

Sibry Tapsoba is Head of the African Development Institute, African Development Bank, located in 

Tunis, Tunisia. Trained in Education Administration, Comparative and International Education in the 

Department of Educational Administration, Organization and Policy at the State University of New 

York at Buffalo (USA), Sibry Tapsoba holds a Masters Degree and a Ph.D. 

Dr. Tapsoba joined the African Development Bank in 2000 as Chief Education Specialist and has since 

occupied the positions of (i) Assistant to the Vice President, Corporate Management; (ii) Advisor to 

the Vice President, Policy and Planning; (iii) Lead Education Officer in the Human Development 

Department; and (iv) Manager of the Higher Education, Science, Technology and Vocational Training 

Division.  

 

Damtew Teferra 

Founding Director, International Network for Higher Education in Africa 

Center for International Higher Education 

Damtew Teferra is the former director for Africa and the Middle East of the Ford Foundation 

International Fellowships Program, based at the Institute of International Education in New York. He 

was founding (former) Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Higher Education in Africa. He is author of 

Scientific Communication in African Universities: External Assistance and National Needs (2003, 

RoutledgeFarmer) and lead editor of both the award-winning book African Higher Education: An 

International Reference Handbook (2003, Indiana University Press) and African Higher Education: The 

International Dimension (2008, BC and AAU). He established the International Network for Higher 

http://www.bc.edu/cihe/inhea
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Education in Africa. Damtew holds a Ph.D. from Boston College, USA, an M.Phil. from University of 

Stiriling, Scotland, and a B.Sc. from Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia. For more information visit his 

website at http://www2.bc.edu/~teferra/. 

 

Joe Tesha 

Director of Research 

University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

Joe Tesha is currently the Director of Research of the University of Dar es Salaam. Before that he was 

acting Dean of the faculty of Mechanical and Chemical Engineering in the College of Engineering and 

Technology. In 1981, he received his Masters’ degree in Materials and later in 1994, his Ph.D. in 

Advanced Materials at Cranfield University in the U.K. He spent some time as part of his professional 

training in research labs in the U.K. and Switzerland. For the past six years he has been doing 

research on the utilization of agricultural residues and waste in the production of panel products 

using locally developed resins based on Cashew Nut Shell Liquid. 

 

Vincent P.K. Titanji 

Professor and Vice-Chancellor 

University of Buea, Cameroon 

Prof. Vincent P.K. Titanji obtained his PhD degree (1978) and ‘Docent’ title (1988) in Physiological 

Chemistry from Uppsala University and his MSc degree in Animal Biochemistry from Lomonosov 

Moscow State University (1973). Subsequently, he founded and headed the Biotechnology Center, 

Nkolbisson, University of Yaounde I (1986-1992). He was appointed to the University of Buea as  

Dean of the Faculty of Science (1993-1998), Deputy Vice-Chancellor for Teaching (1998-2005), and 

Vice Chancellor since 2006.  

 
Prof. Titanji was instrumental in the creation of the Cameroon Biochemical Society and has been 

President and Secretary General respectively of the Federation of African Societies of Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biology (FASBMB) and the Federation of African Immunological Societies (FAIS). He is 

a Knight of the Cameroon Order of Valour, a Chartered Biologist (C. Biol), and Fellow (FI Biol) of the 

Institute of Biology, London; a Fellow of the African Academy of Sciences (FAAS), a Fellow of the 

Third World Academy of Sciences (FTWAS) and a recipient of the IFS/DANIDA Prize. 

 

Tor Rynning Torp 

Senior adviser 

The Norwegian Association of Higher Education Institutions 

Tor Rynning Torp is a nurse by education. He is holding a Masters Degree in Medical Education. After 

he left clinical work, he spent 20 years as a lecturer in a Social Education programme. During this 

period of time he also served as a dean for the faculty for a period of three years. He has been 

working in the UHR for five years, mainly focusing on the education and training of health personnel 

and social workers. He is also engaged in a professional doctorate in education concerning 

competence assessment of health workers trained in other countries applying for registration in 

Norway. 

 

 

http://www2.bc.edu/~teferra/
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Kora Tushune 

Vice president 

Jimma Univeristy, Ethiopia 

Kora  was born in 1965 in the South Eastern part of the country in a semi-pastoralist farming 

community. After completing primary and secondary education in the same part of the country he 

moved to Addis Ababa to attend the university education. He graduated from the Addis Ababa 

University in BA degree in management in 1987. After having worked ten years in the former Jimma 

Institute of Health Sciences, he joined London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine to study for a 

masters’ degree in health policy planning and financing. 

He has worked in Jimma University for more than 20 years, starting in the former Jimma Institute of 

Health Sciences before it became a university. He has served the institution in various capacities on 

the top of his usual teaching duties. He has been the vice president of the University since its 

inception and is also an assistant professor of health services management, health policy and health 

economics, teaching in the Public Health Faculty of the University. 

 

José Valente 

EuropeAid Cooperation Office 

European Commission 

José Antonio Valente has been a European Commission official since 1988. The positions he has held 

include: 

 Personnel and Administration Directorate – European Commission overseas delegations (1988 – 
1990); 

 Competition Directorate General – Mergers and acquisitions (1990 – 1992); 

 Member of the Cabinet of the Commissioner responsible for Development Issues 1993 – 1999); 

 Seconded by the Commission to the Ministry of Finance during the Portuguese Presidency to 
follow and advice on ECOFIN, EURO-12 and taxation related issues. (Jan – June 2000); 

 Project manager in charge of health interventions in Angola, Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia and 
Benin (EuropeAid Co-operation Office, ACP Countries, Social Development 2001 – 2003); 

 Head of the Health Sector – Coordinator of the team in charge of identification, formulation and 
implementation of EDF health interventions in ACP countries (EuropeAid Co-operation Office – 
Directorate C - ACP Countries – Unit C5 - Social Development). (2003 – 2005); 

 Head of the Social Section, EuropeAid Co-operation Office, ACP Countries, Centralised 
operations, responsible for the identification, formulation and implementation of Budget and 
EDF multi-country projects, including the EDULINK Programme (2005 – present). 
 

Mr. Valente holds an MS in Management from Boston University, an Economics Degree of the University 

of Porto and a Diploma in Accountancy of the Instituto Superior de Contabilidade e Administração of 

Porto. 

 

Kristien Verbrugghen 

Director 

VLIR-UOS 

Kristien Verbrugghen has a MSc in political sciences (Vrije Universiteit Brussel) (1991) and 

development studies (Ghent University) (1992), and has been VLIR-UOS director since 1 March 2005. 
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She was VLIR-UOS deputy director between 2001 and 2005. Before, she was staff member of science 

policy and international relations at VLIR.  

She also worked as staff member for the Liaison Committee of Rectors’ Conferences and the 

International Association of University Presidents (IAUP), seconded by VLIR, respectively from 1992-

1994 and in 1995. 

 

Josep Vilalta 

Executive Secretary 

Associació Catalana d'Universitats Públiques (ACUP) 

Josep M. Vilalta is the Executive Secretary of the ACUP. He is a graduate in Geography and History 

(UB) with a Masters in Public Administration (UAB), Masters in Political and Social Theory (UPF) and a 

Postgraduate in Higher Education Management (Open University / Universiteit Twente). 

He has acted as Deputy Director General of Research for the Generalitat de Catalunya, Head of the 

Area of University Evaluation, Studies and Cooperation of the Generalitat. Coordinator of the 

UNESCO Chair for Higher Education Teaching and Administration, Head of the Strategic Planning Unit 

of the Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya, Executive Secretary of the International Coastal 

Resources Research Centre and Deputy Managing Director of the Maritime Engineering Laboratory at 

the UPC. 

He is a specialist in public administration and policy, organisation and strategic management in the 

public sector, university policy and administration, and policy and administration for R+D. He has 

taught public administration and policy at different universities and training centres, and has been a 

visiting lecturer at the University of London (Great Britain) and Universiteit Twente (Holland), as well 

as the promoter and coordinator of the Master in University Administration and Policy. 

With more than thirty publications to his name in journals, book chapters and books on public 

administration and policy, he has also participated in different projects and groups of experts for the 

European Commission, OCDE and UNESCO in the area of higher education teaching and science 

policy. 

 

Anne Wetlesen 

Senior Advisor 

Norad 

Dr. Anne Wetlesen is a Senior Advisor in Norad, working with Education and Research issues. 

 

Lesley Wilson 

Secretary General 

European University Association 

Lesley Wilson joined EUA at its creation in 2001 and formally took over as Secretary General in 2002. 

Previous to this she held a number of senior positions in higher education and research management 

at European level, in particular as Director of UNESCO’s European Centre for Higher Education in 

Bucharest (UNESCO-CEPES) from 1995 to late 1999, Head of the newly established Science Policy 

Unit at the European Science Foundation in Strasbourg (1994/1995) and Director of the EC TEMPUS 

Office in Brussels from 1990 to 1994.  
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A graduate of the University of Glasgow and the Institut des Hautes Etudes Européennes at the 

University of Strasbourg she spent her early career as a scientific staff member of the German 

Science Council in Cologne before moving to Brussels in 1988 to join the newly established ERASMUS 

Bureau. 

 

 

Guido Zolezzi 

Assistant Professor / Responible for Development Cooperation issues 

University of Trento / CUCS 

Guido Zolezzi, born in 1971, is assistant professor at the Department of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering of the University of Trento. His research activity deals with river morphodynamics, 

environmental hydraulics, eco-hydraulics  in natural and regulated streams and water resources 

management in the developing world. The research outcomes are described in more than 60 

scientific publications, 10 of which are on ISI international journals. 

The research activities have integrated modelling, experimental and field approaches and cover both 

basic science and applied topics, mainly in response to river and land management issues relevant 

within the context of Alpine and piedmont river basins. 

Guido Zolezzi is responsible for the Development Cooperation Activities of the University of Trento. 

He is in charge of representing the University of Trento in the Italian Network of Universities for 

Development Cooperation (CUCS), born in 2007 with 19 participating Italian universities. He is 

responsible of the Master Program “Environmental Engineering within international cooperation 

contexts” of the University of Trento, where he is teacher and tutor in four courses. He is member of 

the Scientific Board of the Doctoral School in “Local Development and Global Dynamics” of the 

University of Trento, and he has been advisor of several Master and PhD students in the topics of 

water resources management in the framework of development cooperation programs. 

 

 


