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Speakers’ biographies 

 

Sola Akinrinade 

Vice Chancellor  

Osun state university 

Professor Sola Akinrinade assumed office as foundation Vice-Chancellor of Osun State University in 

August 2007. Until then, he had served as Dean of the Faculty of Arts at the Obafemi Awolowo 

University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria (2003 - 2007), where he is a Professor of History. He obtained his degrees 

in History and International Relations from the University of Ife, Nigeria, and the London School of 

Economics and Political Sciences. His research and publications are in the areas of African Politics, 

Security and International Relations. 

Karen Basiye  

Coordinator Erasmus Mundus Students and Alumni association 

African Chapter Erasmus Mundus Alumni 

I have attained a Masters in Environmental Science, Policy and Management (MESPOM) from Lund 

University in collaboration with Central European University, Manchester University and the 

University of Aegean, under the Erasmus Mundus programmes for which I graduated in June 2008. I 

am the coordinator of the African Chapter from inception to date. Currently I work at Safaricom Ltd, 

the leading telecommunication company in Kenya, as An Environment Policy and Compliance 

Manager. I am the sole person responsible for the company’s environment management strategies 

and regulatory compliance. I also advice on Occupational Health and Safety matters company wide. I 

am a member of various clubs and professional associations in Kenya and internationally.      

Lex Bouter  

Rector  

VU Amsterdam 

Lex Bouter was born in Rotterdam in 1956. After obtaining an MSc in Medical Biology at Utrecht 

University, he lectured for several years at teacher training colleges in Tilburg and Utrecht. In 1984 he 

joined the Department of Epidemiology and Healthcare Research at Maastricht University, where he 

trained as an epidemiologist. His contributions to the Dutch Health Sciences curriculum resulted in 

the 1988 publication of a textbook on epidemiology, the sixth revised edition of which will be 

published in 2010. 
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Bouter obtained his PhD in 1988, for a thesis based upon a case-control study on injury risk in 

downhill skiing. He undertook a wide range of research activities with MSc and PhD students, but 

gradually his focus narrowed to musculoskeletal disorders in primary care. In 1989 he was appointed 

associate professor at Maastricht University. 

In 1992 Bouter took up a tenured position as Professor of Epidemiology and Scientific Director of a 

research institute with a focus on primary care and public health at the VU University Medical Center 

in Amsterdam.  

His teaching activities between 1992 and 2006 centred on the MSc and PhD Epidemiology 

programmes at the EMGO Institute. His research activities in that period consisted mainly of 

supervising PhD students and postdoctoral researchers. From 2001 until 2006 he also chaired of one 

of the six divisions at the VU University Medical Center. In addition to his management functions, Lex 

Bouter has served on many boards and committees.  

In 2006 he was appointed Rector Magnificus and member of the Executive Board of VU University 

Amsterdam. In this function he focuses on combining research groups in interdisciplinary research 

institutes and on internationalization of education. As a rector Lex Bouter pleads for attention for the 

societal impact of research, and for attention for the dilemmas around scientific integrity. His tasks 

outside the university mainly concern the clarification of the societal importance of good research 

and education. 

Lex Bouter is author or co-author of 580 scientific publications contained in the Web of Science, 

which have been cited more than 19,000 times (h-index of 75). He has supervised 71 successful PhD 

theses. 

Ivy De Souza   

International Officer  

National Union of Ghana Students 

After my Senior High School, l went to the Damongo Agricutural College and came out with 

Certificate in Generel Agriculture in 2002. While in school, l served as the Treasurer for the Ghana 

Association of Agricultural Students (GAAS) in 2002 and also the attandant for the school shop from 

2000-2002. l secured employment with the Ministry of Food and Agriculture in 2003 as Technical 

Officer. l also worked with Women in Agricultural Development (WIAD) and later as a Tutor in Ohawu 

Agricultural Colloge in 2004 where l took the responsibility as the Hall Mistress of the Female Hostel. 

l gained admission to the University for Development Studies in 2005 and completed with BSc.  

Agricultural Technology in 2009. During my stay at the University, l was involved in student activities 

and was elected the Womens' Commissioner for the 2007/2008 academic year. l aslo served as the 

Music Director and the Womens' Rep/Liberian for the National Union of Baptist Students (NUBS) 

from 2005-2009. Currently, l am the International Relations Secretary for the National Union of 

Ghana Students (NUGS). l have passion for students 'welfare and gender issues. l am also an artist 

and l deal in African Arts and Crafts. 
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Hortense Taky Atta Diallo 

Director of Cabinet of the University President 

Université d’Abobo Adjamé 

After the Bachelor of Science degree (in Biochemistry) obtained from the Université de Côte d’Ivoire 

in 1991, I obtained both a Master’s of Science degree in Plant pathology in 1994 and a Ph.D. degree 

in Plant Science (Plant Pathology - Virology) in 1998 from the University of Arkansas.  

Since November 1999, I am a lecturer and Researcher at the Université d’Abobo-Adjamé (Abidjan 

Côte d’Ivoire). I was the Technical Advisor to the former President of the University, in charge of 

Cooperation. Currently, I am the Director of Cabinet of the actual President. 

I am a member of several professional societies including the British Society of Plant Pathology and 

the “Société Africaine de Phytopathologie”. 

I have published several articles on plant pathogen identification, characterization and control. I have 

an expertise in Plant Disease diagnosis. 

 

Emma Luisa Di Iorio  

Social Affairs' Committee  

European Students' Union 

Emma Di Iori is a member of the Social Affairs Committee of ESU. She is based in Brighton, UK. 

Heike Edelmann-Okinda   

Head of DAAD Ghana Information Centre  

DAAD 

Edelmann-Okinda studied at and holds a PhD from Humboldt University. Since 1985, she has been 

staff member at Humboldt University Berlin, but is currently on leave for the position of  the DAAD 

representative in Ghana. From 1995-1997, Edelmann-Okinda was assisting professor and DAAD-

lecturer at the University of Copenhagen, from 2000-2004 she was DAAD-lecturer at the University of 

Nairobi. Since 2007, she has been in head of the DAAD Information Center in Accra, Ghana. 

Monique Fouilhoux   

Deputy Secretary General  

Education International 

Monique Fouilhoux was born and educated in France. She holds both Bachelor and Master degrees 

in Law from the University of Clermont-Ferrand in France. She started her career as a Civil Servant in 

the ministry of Internal Affairs and joined the University of Clermont-Ferrand in 1973 at the creation 

of the Department of Further and Adult Education. Involved in the trade union movement, she was 

elected Deputy General Secretary of SNPTES and in 1987 became elected National Secretary of the 

French Education Union (FEN), known today as UNSA-Education. 

Monique Fouilhoux has been involved with Education International (EI) since its creation in 1993. She 

works on various areas, in particular Higher education and research issues and the impact of GATS 

and Trade agreements on education, with EI affiliates, intergovernmental agencies and non-
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governmental organisations. She is particularly engaged with the most pressing issues concerning 

academics and researchers, such as working conditions, careers, academic freedom, and mobility. 

Monique is also Secretary of the EI European Higher Education and Research Standing Committee 

(HERSC) and moderator of the ETUCE Higher Education and Research on-line Network.  

 Elected member of the French Council for Higher Education and Research (1989-1994)  

 Member of the Administrative Council of CNRS (1989-1990)  

 Member of the French Council for Research and Technology (1989- 1990)  

 Being EI representative in UNESCO, she was a member of the NGOs Liaison Committee and 

President of the UNESCO International NGOs Conference between 1998 and 2003.  

 Member of the UNESCO follow-up Committee of the 1998 Conference on Higher Education  

 Member of the Editorial Board of the Global Monitoring Report on Education for All since 

2004  

 Member of the Bologna follow-up Group since 2005  

 

Maggy Fragoso   

Provost 

University of Cape Verde 

My background is in Physics and I hold a PhD in Medical Physics, awarded by the University of 

London (United Kingdom). My research interests are on the safe application of ionising radiation to 

treat cancer patients and on the use of computing techniques (Monte Carlo simulation) to 

understand the radiation behaviour in tissue. 

Michael Gaebel   

Head of Higher Education Policy Unit  

European University Association 

Michael Gaebel is head of the Higher Education Policy unit in the EUA, and is in charge of Bologna 

issues and international strategy and cooperation.  

Before joining the European University Association in March 2006, he was the European Director of 
the Programme Management Office of the ASEAN-EU University Network Programme, a joint 
initiative of the European Commission and the ASEAN University Network.  

Previous assignments have been with the German Academic Exchange Service in Baku, Azerbaijan, 
and at the Institute of the German Oriental Society in Beirut, Lebanon. Michael graduated with a 
Masters in Middle Eastern Studies and German Literature and Linguistics from the Freie University 
Berlin, Germany.  

Piet Henderikx   

Secretary General  

EADTU 

Piet Henderikx held different positions with regard to educational development and international 

policy in higher education at K.U. Leuven (1973-1986; 1996- ). He has been senior advisor of the 

Cabinet of the Flemish Minister of Education and Training (1986-1988) and director of the 

interuniversity Centre for Open Higher Education (1988-1996). Piet Henderikx has been senior 
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Advisor of the Rector at K.U. Leuven for educational affairs and international policy since 1996. He is 

Secretary General of EADTU and CEO of EOUN since 1996. In addition, he is consultant for official 

bodies of several European countries and the European Commission and member of strategic 

advisory committees for distance education at CNED (Poitiers) and Uninettuno (Rome). 

Otto Kroesen  

Assistant Professor  

University of Delft 

Otto Kroesen has a background in theology and wrote a PhD on the ethical philosophy of Levinas. He 

published about the sociological work of Rosenstock-Huessy especially in relation to ethics of 

technology and interculturalism.  At present his research is focused on intercultural communication 

and global sustainable technological development. He teaches ethics, intercultural communication 

and development. He supervises internships on management of technology in developing countries 

by students from Delft. 

Mee Foong Lee  

Executive Secretary  

European Access Network (EAN) 

Mee Foong Lee has been Executive Secretary of the EAN since 1995. She started as programme 

adviser to mature students on the Evening Degree Scheme, the first of its kind in the UK, at the then 

University of North London. Later she became the manager of its Access and Community Education 

Department – it was here that the European Access Network was formed.  

Mee Foong is committed to widening access and participation for disadvantaged and under-

represented groups, and has been involved in a wide range of European and international projects to 

achieve this. Her next big challenge is to organize the EAN World Congress on Access that will bring 

governments, key institutions and organizations to work together to break down barriers to tertiary 

education. 

Deirdre  Lennan   

International Policy Officer  

EC EAC 

Deirdre Lennan was the monitoring and evaluation coordinator of the EU's Tempus university 

cooperation programme which supports the modernisation of higher education in Eastern Europe, 

Central Asia, the Western Balkans and the Mediterranean region from 1992 until 2008, at the ETF. 

The ETF is an agency of the European Union based in Turin, and its mission is to help transition and 

developing countries to harness the potential of their human capital through the reform of 

education, training and labour market systems in the context of the EU's external relations policy. 

Since 2008, Deirdre has been working at the European Commission in DG Education and Culture's 

International Cooperation Unit. This Unit supports the international cooperation of the DG's units in 

their respective policy areas, conducts policy discussions, provides input to Commission external 

relations, enlargement and development policies, and manages, monitors or accompanies a  number 

of international programmes. 
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Deirdre is responsible for Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific. She is also in charge of the Feasibility 

study on the relevance of an approach for Tuning educational structures and programmes in Africa 

which has just been launched as a follow-up to the Developing links: EU-Africa Cooperation in Higher 

Education through Mobility" Conference held in December 2008 in Brussels and in the framework of 

the 2008-2010 Action Plan of the Joint EU-Africa Strategy. 

She can be contacted at: Deirdre.Lennan@ec.europa.eu or +32-2-299.95.80 

Abdeslam Marfouk   

Researcher  

IRES- Université Catholique de Louvain and Université Libre de Bruxelles 

Abdeslam Marfouk is a researcher at the University of Brussels and the Catholic University of Louvain 

(Belgium). He received his Ph.D. in Economics from the University de Lille 2 (France), a M.Sc. in 

Econometrics from the University of Brussels and a B.A. in Economics from the University of Mons-

Hainaut (Belgium).  

Dr. Marfouk’s research focuses on international migration and brain drain from developing countries, 

impact of skilled migration on source countries, female migration and contributions of diaspora 

communities to their countries of origin. He developed with colleagues two original and harmonized 

data sets on international migration which provide emigration stocks and rates by gender, and 

educational attainment for all the world countries. These databases are widely used by researchers 

and international/regional agencies and considered as the most comprehensive and reliable data 

sources on contemporary skilled migration. He has authored and co-authored a number of papers, 

books chapters, research reports and articles in international journals in the field of international 

migration. 

Narciso Matos 

Executive Director 

Community Development Foundation of Mozambique (FDC) 

Narciso Matos is the Executive Director of FDC, the Community Development Foundation of 

Mozambique. He is former Vice Chancellor of Eduardo Mondlane University, (1990 - 1995); Secretary 

General of the Association of African Universities (1995 - 2000); Chairperson of Carnegie Corporation 

International Development Program (2000 - 2007). Matos is Professor of organic chemistry, and 

received his PHD from Humboldt University, Berlin, in 1985.  

 

Richard Middleton   

Commissioner  

Commonwealth Scholarship Commission 

Richard was until recently Chief Operating Officer at Aston University in Birmingham.  His 

responsibilities included the traditional university roles of Secretary and Registrar, as well as being 

the Executive member responsible for Estates, HR, IT, Student Services and Support, Sport, Registry 

(student administration), Student Residences, Health & Safety and liaison with the Students’ Union.   

Richard’s academic interests were in archaeology and anthropology – using the long-term 

archaeological record as a data source for evaluating theories of social and economic transformation.  

He worked for several excavation seasons in digs in London, Cirencester, Italy and Carthage. 

mailto:Deirdre.Lennan@ec.europa.eu
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Richard describes his subsequent career as that of a “jobbing general manager” – helping 

organisations provide great services more effectively and efficiently.  Working in charitable 

organisations assisting single homeless people in London for 15 years, Richard contributed to many 

of the legislative, funding and service changes which transformed housing options for homeless 

people in the 1980s and 1990s. 

Richard then worked for 13 years in health services – the NHS and with the Medical Research Council 

in The Gambia and Cambridge.  He managed the support services for NHS Trusts in the West of 

Northern Ireland and for MRC Gambia.  In Leicester’s NHS hospitals he managed the UK’s busiest 

A&E department, the medical specialties and emergency admissions. 

Richard has been a Commissioner on the Commonwealth Scholarship Commission since May 2009.  

He is a trustee of a charity in Leicester which provided musical instruction, training and education for 

young people – particularly those who have ‘dropped out’ of standard educational routes. 

Goolam Mohamedbhai  

Secretary General  

AAU  

Professor Goolam Mohamedbhai is presently the Secretary-General of the Association of African 

Universities. He was Vice-Chancellor of the University of Mauritius from 1995 to 2005. He obtained 

his Bachelor’s and Doctorate degrees in Civil Engineering from the University of Manchester, UK, and 

did his postdoctoral research at the University of California, Berkeley, under a Fulbright-Hays award. 

He has also been conferred an honorary doctorate by the Mykolas Romeris University, Lithuania, and 

the Institute of Business Management of Karachi, Pakistan. 

 

Professor Mohamedbhai was the President of the International Association of Universities, based at 

UNESCO, Paris, from 2004-2008.  He has also been Chairman of several other university associations, 

including the Association of Commonwealth Universities (2003-2004), and the University of the 

Indian Ocean (1998-2005). He was Chairman of the Africa Regional Scientific Committee of the 

UNESCO Forum on Higher Education, Research and Knowledge (2005-2008) and is currently a 

member of the governing Council of the United Nations University. He is the recipient of several 

awards, the most recent one being the Symons Award 2009 from the Association of Commonwealth 

Universities for outstanding contribution to the ACU and to Commonwealth universities.       

 

David Ndegwah 

Lecturer  

Tangaza College 

David J. Ndegwah was born on 12th March 1960, in Trans-Nzoia District – Kenya. He holds two BA 

degrees in philosophy and theology from Urbanian Pontifical University – Rome; and an MA degree 

in philosophy from the Catholic University of Eastern Africa – Kenya. After the completion of his 

studies at MA level he worked as a part-time lecturer in various institutions of higher learning, in 

Nairobi, where he taught philosophy (Logic and Critical Thinking) and theology (Bible) for three years. 

He also holds an interdisciplinary PhD degree (Anthropology, Theology and Philosophy) from the 

Radboud University Nijmegen – The Netherlands. He has authored various articles on varying 

subjects, ranging from cultural issues to globalization, the challenges of war and peace; and the 
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ethics of technology transfer and environmental consideration, in the development of the African 

continent. He currently works as a full time lecturer at Kenyatta University – Kitui Campus 

(department of philosophy and religious studies); and as a part-time lecturer of theology (Bible) at 

Tangaza College, an affiliate campus of the Catholic University of Eastern Africa. 

James Nyomakwa-Obimpeh   

Board member / EM Alumnus  

EMA - African Chapter 

I am an alumnus of Erasmus Mundus Master's in Public Administration and Public Policy Programme 

(MUNDUS MAPP), which is jointly taught by Central European University in Budapest, University of 

York in UK, Institute of Development Studies (ISS) in The Hague (Netherlands) and Institute Barcelona 

d'Estudis Internacionals (IBEI) in Spain. I followed the University of York and Central European 

University mobility from 2007 and successfully completed in November, 2009, with a double 

Master's degree in Public Administration and Public Policy and MA in Public Policy respectively. 

 

Brian O’Connell 

Rector and Vice-Chancellor 

University of the Western Cape, South Africa 

Professor Brian O’Connell’s career in education as a teacher, professor and education administrator 

has spanned 39 years. He holds undergraduate degrees from the University of the Western Cape and 

the University of South Africa and post-graduate degrees from Columbia University in New York. 

After 7 years in the school system, followed by 3 years as Rector of a College of Education he was 

appointed Director of the School of Education at Peninsula Technikon in 1991. In 1994, he became 

acting Vice-Rector, with responsibility for Student Affairs at Pentech. In 1995 he was appointed Head 

of the Western Cape Education Department, responsible for more than 2000 education institutions 

from K1 to K12, including eighteen Technical Colleges. In October 2001 he was appointed to the 

position of Rector and Vice-Chancellor (President) of the UWC, a position he still holds.  

Professor O’Connell was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to the United States and in 2002 he was 

appointed Professor of Leadership and Management in the Faculty of Education at UWC. He has 

published essays and articles on a wide range of educational matters with an emphasis on 

Leadership, Transformation and the Legacy of Apartheid. 

 

He has chaired many community organisations and served on many boards, committees and task 

teams including the South African Qualification’s Authority. For the past eight years he has been 

Chairman of the National Access Consortium Western Cape (NACWC). He currently chairs the 

Community Chest, an affiliate of the United Way International, and the Institute for Justice and 

Reconciliation. Professor O’Connell has also played a number of sports at national and provincial 

levels. 

 

Barack Owuor 

Director International Relations and Interlink  

Masena University 

For more than 10 years (1977-1988), Owuor served variously as Research Officer, Senior Research 

Officer and Principal Research Officer with the Coffee Research Foundation, Ruiru, Kenya; together 
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with other colleagues he developed the disease and rust resistant coffee berry Coffea arabica cultivar 

Ruiru 11. As Head of the Coffee Breeding Project (1983-1988), he executed the Hybrid Seed 

Production Program for Ruiru 11 and the National On-Farm trials leading to rapid adoption of Ruiru 

11. In this work, he served as lead Scientist for the rust resistance selection program and the 

innovative hybrid seed production program documented in 12 Annual Progress reports, 6 

international/regional symposia proceedings and 8 publications in reputable peer reviewed journals 

as main author. Between 1989 and 1994, Owuor was employed as Associate Research Officer with 

ICRAF, where he coordinated the Western Kenya Field work of the German – BMZ funded 

Multipurpose Tree Improvement Program. As lead Scientist for the reproductive biology and seed 

systems research component was commended during the Executive Management and Programme 

Review (EMPR) of ICRAF by the TAC of the CGIAR in 1993. This work is documented in 4 Annual 

reports, 2 international symposia proceedings and 3 publications in peer reviewed international 

journals, in addition to a doctoral thesis. Simultaneously Owuor was Resource person for the AFRENA 

NETWORK Regional Training Course in Multipurpose Tree Improvement. Since 1994 he has served 

variously as Lecturer, Senior Lecturer, and currently as Associate Professor of Plant Breeding as well 

as Director of International Relations  Interlink at Maseno University. Has also been involved in the 

development of the MSc Botany (Agroforestry) programme, BEd (Science) and BSc (Hort) 

programmes; in the meanwhile he was also PhD scholar at Moi University. Simultaneously, he served 

as consultant to the International Potato Center, CIP; CARE International in Kenya and PLAN 

International’s Livelihood and Food Security, Western Kenya Extension Project. Owuor played a key 

role in initiating the ‘The Professor Thomas R Odhiambo Public Lecture series at Maseno University’. 

He was recipient of the 2004 IUCEA, VicRes Competitive Research grant and of the 2009 Ibaraki 

Kasumigaura Prize. Owuor founded and is a serving member of the Plant Breeders Association of 

Kenya (PBAK). 

Olusola  Oyewole   

Senior Expert, Higher Education  

African Union Commission 

Olusola Oyewole is Senior Expert on higher education at the African Union, with direct 

responsibilities for quality assurance, including the African rating mechanisms, scholarships and 

mobility. Until recently, he was the Coordinator of Mobilizing Regional capacity initiatives at the 

Association of African Universities, where he had also served as the project Officer in charge of 

Quality Assurance.  Olusola Oyewole is a Professor of Food Microbiology at the University of 

Agriculture, Abeokuta, where he is away on leave of absence. 

Andrejs  Rauhvargers   

Secretary General 

Latvian Rectors' Council / Bologna Follow-up group 

Andrejs Rauhvargers is born 1952 in Riga, Latvia and has a Ph.D. from the University of Latvia.  He is 

Secretary General of the Latvian Rectors’ Conference and Professor at the Faculty of Education at the 

University of Latvia.  

Internationally Andrejs Rauhvargers is member of the Bologna Follow-Up Group and has since 2005 

chaired the working group studying the progress in the 46 ‘Bologna’ countries and preparing the 

Bologna Stocktaking reports published in 2007 and 2009. Andrejs Rauhvargers is also author of 
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several other major reports and a number of publications on various aspects of international higher 

education such as recognition of qualifications, joint degrees, higher education quality assurance, 

qualifications frameworks and others and has also been co-editor of several volumes of the Council 

of Europe Higher Education series. 

Andrejs Rauhvargers has served as president of the European of Network Academic Recognition 

Centers (ENIC) from 1997 to 2001 and as president of the Intergovernmental Committee of the 

Lisbon Recognition Convention from 2001 to 2008. He has chaired international working groups that 

worked out the subsidiary texts to the Lisbon Recognition Convention which introduce new principles 

in recognition of qualifications in Europe.  

Andrejs Rauhvargers has delivered presentations an invited talks in more than 20 countries, among 

them EU Members states but on several occasions also USA, Canada, Russia and Armenia. 

In 2006 Andrejs Rauhvargers was awarded the EAIE Constance Meldrum Award for innovation and 

leadership in international higher education. 

Abdoulaye Salifou   

Delegated Director of AUF programmes in Central Africa  

Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie 

Abdoulaye Salifou holds a Ph. D. in Communication and in Information and Communication 

Technology Law, former lecturer at University of Lille 3 in France. Abdoulaye SALIFOU has directed 

Francophone digital campus in Haïti and Mali from 2002 to 2004. From 2006 to 2008, he was 

Administrator of the Caraibe Office of Agence universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF), and during the 

same time, he was director of studies and administrator of the Francophone Institute for 

management at Caraibe. Since October 2008, he is delegated director of programmes at Central 

Africa office of the AUF based in Cameroon. 

Juma Shabani  

Director of UNESCO Bamako Cluster Office  

UNESCO 

Juma Shabani is the Director of UNESCO’S cluster office in Bamako, Mali. 

 

Stephen Simukanga  

Vice Chancellor  

University of Zambia 

Professor Stephen Simukanga has a Bachelor’s Degree and a Master’s Degree in metallurgy and 

Mineral processing from the University of Zambia, obtained in 1982 and 1986, respectively.  He 

obtained a PhD degree in Process metallurgy from the University of Strathclyde in Scotland in 1990.  

He has been teaching in Metallurgy and Mineral Processing at the School of Mines of the University 

of Zambia from 1990 to 2007.  During the same period he has served as a visiting lecturer at the 

University of Cape Town.  He has wide teaching and research experience and has published in 

international journals.  In July 2007, he was appointed Vice Chancellor of the University of Zambia, a 

position which he is currently holding.  Prof. Simukanga sits on various national and international 

Boards of Directors.   
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Pär Svensson   

Head of International Relations Office  

Lund University 

I have a strong interest in global development, internationalisation and research/higher education. 

From my own research work, from work with research support in developing countries and from 

international work at Lund university, I have obtained substantial understanding, knowledge and 

experience from international work with higher education and research. I have a PhD from Lund 

University in Neuroscience. My working experience is 1 year Postdoctoral visit to University College 

London UK, 6 years at Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency with responsibility for 

research development, 1, 5 year at Lund University as research officer and international coordinator, 

and at present head of the International Relations office at Lund University. 

Lillian Tibatemwa-Ekirikubinza   

Deputy vice chancellor  

Makerere University 

Lillian Tibatemwa-Ekirikubinza is a holder of a Ph.D. in Law (University of Copenhagen, Denmark); an 

LL.M (Commercial Law) Bristol, U.K; an  LL.B (Hons.) Makerere University; a Diploma in Legal Practice, 

Law Development Centre, Kampala; and is enrolled as an Advocate of all Courts of Uganda’s 

Judicature.  

She is currently the 1st Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic Affairs), and a Professor of Law at 

Makerere University.  

Professor Tibatemwa-Ekirikubinza is widely researched in the areas of Gender, Crime and 

Criminology; Comparative Criminal Jurisprudence; Gender and the Law; Human Rights Perspectives 

of Criminal Law; Children’s Rights; Juvenile Justice; Rights of People with Disability; E-Evidence and 

Computer Crime; Transnational Crime. 

She is widely published in referred journals and among her publications are three law books: 

Women’s Violent Crime in Uganda:  More Sinned Against than Sinning (1999). Fountain Publishers, 

Kampala, Uganda. ISBN 9970 02 4779; Offences Against the Person: Homicides and Non-Fatal 

Assaults in Uganda. Fountain Publishers. Kampala. (2005). ISBN 02 1664 and Criminal Law in Uganda: 

Sexual Assaults and Offences against Morality. Fountain Publishers. Kampala. (2005). ISBN 9970 02 

4787. Her publications are the first ever locally authored text books on the substantive law of crime 

based on judicial interpretation of Uganda’s principal criminal legislation (the Penal Code). Her work 

is thus an invaluable contribution to the development of criminal jurisprudence by Ugandan and East 

African Courts of Law. 

Milestones 

i. First female to become Associate Professor of  Law in the East African region 

ii. First female to be appointed Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Makerere University 

iii. First female to become full Professor of Law in the East African region 
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Tor Rynning Torp   

Senior Advisor  

UHR 

Tor Rynning Torp is a nurse by education. He is holding a Masters Degree in Medical Education. After 

he left clinical work, he spent 20 years as a lecturer in a Social Education programme. During this 

period of time he also served as a dean for the faculty for a period of three years. He has been 

working in the UHR for five years, mainly focusing on the education and training of health personnel 

and social workers. He is also engaged in a professional doctorate in education concerning 

competence assessment of health workers trained in other countries applying for registration in 

Norway. 

Almudena Caballos Villar   

Head of Department of University Cooperation  

AECID 

Almudena Caballos Villar graduated in Arabic studies in 1998, and in Documentation studies in 2007. 

She has worked with projects in the Area of Library and Society at the Library of the University 

Complutense (1999 – 2009). From January 2009, she has been Head of Department of University 

Cooperation in AECID. 

Nan Warner   

Director, University Science, Humanities & Engineering Partnerships in Africa (USHEPiA) and 

EAAV Programmes, International Academic Programmes Office 

University of Cape Town  

Nan Warner has been associated with the University of Cape Town in various capacities since 1972.  

Her BSc degree at the University of Cape Town was in Microbiology, Biochemistry and Botany. She 

has worked among others as a Research Assistant in the Clinical Science Department in UCT’s 

Medical School; in a research project to study the history of Astronomy in South Africa; as a Public 

Relations assistant in UCT’s research group on Theoretical Physics; and in the Information Technology 

Services, UCT.  Warner later worked as a consultant for Research Facilitation Services (an 
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